   BCCC Nursing Resources Tutorial 

Where Do I Start Looking for Information?

To help you familiarize yourself with the databases, you will explore the contents of and how to use five different resources. Resources are in NCLIVE, on the library web page, and on an authoritative and current website. It is important to realize that the articles in databases have usually been reviewed for authority, accuracy and reliability. However, no one audits/edits the contents of many .com (commercial) web sites to determine accuracy. Some web sites allow individuals to write and edit articles that are posted without verifying the author’s credentials. Generally, the information found on .edu (education), .gov (government) and .org (organization) web sites is accurate.

The resource you use depends on what information you need!  For example, if you need scholarly research, peer reviewed articles to prepare for your clinical; you need to start in NCLIVE. But if you are working with a patient or family in a clinical situation and they need information on a diagnosis or treatment, you would probably suggest an authoritative medical web site on the Internet. 
The following paragraphs describe five resources that you will use to complete the tutorial: CINAHL, Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health, ProQuest Nursing and Allied Health Source, HealthSource: Nursing/Academic Edition, MedlinePlus, Culture Clues™.

The first resource is part of NCLIVE so you will begin by going to the BCCC www.beaufortccc.edu home page or www.nclive.org . Look on the left side of the screen at “Browse by Subject” and click on “Medical and Health”.  Click CINAHL, Cumulative Index to Nursing and Allied Health, a full-text database that covers nursing, biomedicine, health sciences librarianship, alternative/complementary medicine, consumer health and 17 allied health disciplines. 

The second resource, ProQuest Nursing and Allied Health Source is also in NCLIVE, but the college pays for it so you get access to it in a slightly different way. At the top of the same “Medical and Health” page (where the other databases were listed) there is a tab labeled “Vendor”. Click on the tab. Click on ProQuest. Use the drop down box to “Select Multiple Databases” and choose Medical Sciences – Nursing and Allied Health Source.
Another popular database you should be familiar with is HealthSource: Nursing/Academic Edition. This resource is also part of part of NCLIVE -  begin by going to the BCCC www.beaufortccc.edu home page or www.nclive.org. Look on the left side of the screen at “Browse by Subject” and click on “Medical and Health”.  By clicking on “more info” you will get a pop up window with more details on the contents of the actual database.
The next to last resource you will use is MedlinePlus at medlineplus.gov , which is maintained by the U.S. National Library of Medicine (NLM). The NLM compiles links to authoritative web sites in addition to providing information they have compiled and some medical journal articles from Medline. Spend some time looking at this web site also. Is there an “About”? Is there information on clinical trials? Is there information on alternative or complimentary medicine? Can you find how often the web site is updated? Do you see information for different target audiences – elderly, children, Hispanic? 

To help identify techniques for working with patients from different backgrounds, use Culture Clues™ . These tip sheets are designed to increase awareness about concepts and preferences of patients from the diverse cultures. (Created by University of Washington Medical Center).
