BCCC NURSING STUDENT TUTORIAL

Introduction
“LOOKING FOR MEDICAL INFORMATION IN ALL THE RIGHT PLACES”


As a nursing student it is essential that you are information literate – you must know how to find current medical information in reliable resources to support your class assignments and your clinical practice.  Being information literate is also essential in the workplace whether keeping current for your own professional development or as a health educator finding information for your medical team, an individual physician or patient. Being information literate means you can locate information, evaluate it and apply it to the situation that required you to do research.

This tutorial focuses on locating medical information online. Textbooks provide excellent background information but they are not the best source of current information due to the time it takes to get the books published. To access current information in the medical field you must know how to search databases of journal articles. This is a challenge because there are many databases containing thousands of abstracts or full text journal articles, and there are hundreds of free medical web sites on the Internet.  In addition to the frustration of wading through the quantity of information, nursing students also become frustrated because they expect to find one article that contains all the topics they are researching, especially if they are looking for evidence based information to help a patient.

To assist students in developing the skills necessary to do research efficiently and reduce frustration, the library staff at BCCC has worked with the nursing staff at BCCC to design an introductory tutorial. However, the tutorial can also serve as a refresher for nursing students. The primary objective of this tutorial is to teach nursing students how to do basic research using medical resources.

After completing this tutorial, students will be able to 

1. Use medical encyclopedias and dictionaries (online and in print) to compile a list of key medical concepts, terms, synonyms, and variations in spelling to use in each search,

2. Correctly type phrases when searching databases or using a search engine,

3. Perform searches using simple Boolean logic  – AND, OR and NOT,

4. Know the difference between scholarly and popular publications,

5. Select the appropriate resource(s) for the information needed and for the target audience, 

6. Do advanced searches using the appropriate limiters - specific journal title, publication type, full text, date of publication, specific title of article and/or specific author,

7. Evaluate the health information found in Internet sources, and

8. Correctly cite the articles used.

To learn to do all that, students will complete several exercises, including being given hypothetical situations to research in these resources:

· HealthSource: Nursing/Academic Edition in NCLIVE,

· Proquest Nursing and Allied Health Source in NCLIVE,

· CINAHL

· MEDLINEPlus via the Internet.
· Culture Clues

To access the resources in NCLIVE go to http://www.nclive.org. There also is a link to NCLIVE on the BCCC Learning Resources Center home page. All these resources can be accessed off campus, but NCLIVE requires a password. To get the password, you need to complete a form available at the circulation desk. The password changes periodically; if you have trouble getting access to resources in NCLIVE, stop by the BCCC library or call 940-6282 and ask if the password has changed. 


If you are uncomfortable doing research or using databases, Research 101 – Searching online at http://www.lib.washington.edu/uwill/research101/Search00.htm is a short but thorough introduction to choosing and using a database. It might be worthwhile for you to work through the exercises in that unit before beginning the exercises in this tutorial. 

